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T. Harris has an article on a well-worn but still unexhausted

subject-the Relative Value of Tests for Albumen in the
Urine. The rest of the volume is devoted to abstracts of
various papers on Medicine, Therapeutics, Surgery, Mid-
wifery &c., Diseases of Skin, Hygiene, &c. This is, of
course, the most valuable portion of the Chronicle, and its
chief raison d’etre.

Gaceta del Hospital Militar.&mdash;We have received from
Guadalajara, Mexico, the first number of this new medical
periodical. Its object is to promote the study of Mexican
medical topography by collating and publishing the informa-
tion acquired by the medical officers of the army respecting
the various regions in which they are called to serve, and
the diseases peculiar to and most prevalent in them. It is
also intended to turn to account the opportunities for clinical
observation afforded by the military hospitals. In the present
number of the Gazette a return of the military hospital of
Guadalajara for the month of October is given, showing
the admissions, deaths, discharges, and patients remaining
in hospital, but as there is no statement of the strength of
the troops to whom the return refers it is of comparatively
little value. We trust that in future returns this important
information will be given. The present return shows a very
great prevalence of venereal diseases, forty-three out of a
total of 10G admissions into hospital having been caused by
them. A history is also given of an epizootic of acute
enteritis and colic among the horses and mules of the

artillery immediately after the removal of the company
from Guadalajara to Juares. Among 103 animals there

occurred, between Aug. 5th and Nov. 2nd, six cases of acute
enteritis and twenty-seven of colic, and of the latter five
proved fatal. The disease is attributed to the change of
climate and of food, but there appears to be some reason to
think that it may have been in some degree due to the
quality of the maize, which constituted the most important
part of the forage. We wish our new contemporary a long
and successful career.

HEALTH OF BOMBAY.

THE nineteenth annual report by Surgeon Davidson, the
acting health officer, on the health of Bombay during the
year 1884 shows the mortality to have amounted to 27’29
per 1000, that of the males being only 25.29, while of the
females it was as high as 34’96. Although this is lower
than the death-rate of 1883, it is above the average of the

preceding five years. Fevers caused 6830 deaths out of a
total of 22,542; pneumonia and bronchitis, 3364; phthisis,
3083; infantile convulsions, 1980; diarrhoea and dysentery,
1716. Cholera did not prevail to any extent during the year,
only 576 deaths by it having been reported, mostly between
the ages of fifteen and fifty. There were only 18 deaths
returned under the head of enteric fever. A series of tables
is given showing the number of deaths from different causes
among persons employed in different occupations, but as
there is no statement of the numbers living of each class,
the information is of little value. Much has been done of
late years to improve the sanitary condition of Bombay, but
it appears from Mr. Davidson’s report that there is still

great need of legislation in this direction. He states that
the -Alunicipal Act affords little or no protection against the
erection of most insanitary dwellings, some of which are
"dark, unwholesome dens, into which the light of day never
penetrates, and which must of necessity breed disease and
pestilence....... A privy is occasionally built inside a

house and overhanging a well ; on another occasion a similar
structure is built within three feet of a well of drinking- ’,,
water, and a drain is constructed to carry sewage within
a foot and a half of the same well; a privy is built I
or rebuilt underneath inhabited rooms, and yet, not-

withstanding the self-evident danger to the public health
arising from this, and that such arrangements are opposed
to the most rudimentary principles of sanitation, so accustomed

have people in Bombay become to them that I have been
gravely informed by otherwise fairly intelligent men

that such contrivances are unobjectionable. In such cases
it is hopeless to argue and useless to make any comments.’
The condition of many of the cemeteries is very unsatisfac-
tory ; they are overcrowded, and some of them are reported
to be in a disgraceful state and a source of danger to the public
health. The smoke nuisance is beginning to receive atten-
tion in Bombay, and it is hoped that effectual measures
may be taken for its abatement. The water-supply, es-
pecially of the outlying districts, is very inadequate, and, as.
a consequence, is eked out from wells, the purity of which
is often more than doubtful; but steps are now being taken
for an increased supply. Attention is called in the report
to the need of some system of medical relief for the poor at
their own homes-something similar to the Poor-law Lnion
medical system in England. At present no such provision
seems to exist; and the very poor, unless they are able to.
attend at one of the hospitals or dispensaries, are left, when
ill, without medical advice, except during the prevalence
of epidemic cholera, when special arrangements are made to
provide medical attendance for the people at their own
houses. This seems to be a subject deserving of the atten-
tion of the municipal authorities. The registration of
deaths in Bombay is stated to be still in an unsatisfactory
state, and an appeal has been made to the members of the
medical profession by the health officer for assistance in im-
proving it by furnishing certificates of the cause of death
in cases which they have attended-an appeal which, we-
trust, will meet with a cordial response.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION
AND PAYMENT OF MEDICAL WITNESSES.

AT the meeting of the Council of the Poor-law Medical
Officers’ Association, held at their rooms, 3, Bolt-court,
Fleet-street, on the 5th inst., that portion of the report
of the proceedings at the winter assizes at Cork on

December llth, 1885, was read, from which it appeared
that Mr. Justice O’Brien had said he had received a letter
from Dr. Pierce of Newcastle, County Limerick, who com-
plained of having received only S6 odd for his attendance-
at the assizes. He stated that he claimed &pound;3 3s. a day and
15s. each day for expenses, and that he had been allowed,
but &pound;2 2s. without any expenses; so that he had received
but half of what he claimed. It was his Lordship’s inten-
tion to reply to him, stating his opinion that S2 2s. a day
to a professional man who came from a distant place was a
wholly inadequate remuneration. The Treasury were, no
doubt, very great people, and of course it was the duty of
persons holding official positions not to sanction undue

extravagance and expense, but the Treasury must under-
stand that he would not require the services of any
medical man from the country at &pound;2 2s. a day. He would
not sanction it, and he would treat as contempt of court
any attempt to dispute the carrying out of his orders by the-
Crown solicitors.
The reading of the Judge’s observations was received with

much satisfaction by the members of the Council present,
some of whom stated that they had been subpoenaed as
witnesses in criminal cases, and had only been paid
&pound;1 Is. a day, and if kept from home all night, 3s. 6d.
additional, out of which they had to pay hotel expenses,
and for the services of a deputy whilst absent; and
a feeling was expressed that the time had arrived when
determined resistance should be made to such injustice. It
was also proposed that the best thanks of the Council should
be given to Mr. Justice O’Brien for his remarks on the case of
Dr. Pierce and for his determination to give effect to his.
views, which, on being put to the vote, was carried unani-
mously. It was likewise decided that steps should be taken to
memorialise the Treasury thereon, and the co-operation of
medical members of Parliament was requested in such
memorial. It was further proposed and carried that a report
of the proceedings of Council and a copy of their resolution
should be sent to THE LANCET, British Medical Journal,
and the Medical Press and Circular, and that the editors
be urgently requested to support the claim of Poor-law
Medical Officers and others to a higher scale of payment
when subpoenaed by the Crown in criminal cases.


